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not have a permanent, physical site for
people to go to every day and realize
what internment meant. So I join with
my colleagues in supporting this reso-
lution, urge its passage and recognize
that this pairing of resolutions means
a great deal, because it is only with
something that the public can visit 365
days a year that we will, in fact, pre-
vent this from happening again.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to recognize our new colleague,
the gentlelady from Hawaii (Ms.
HIrRONO) for 56 minutes.

Ms. HIRONO. I thank the gentleman
for yielding time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to speak in
support of House Resolution 109. Today
we will be taking action on two related
measures, House Resolution 122, earlier
debated, and this resolution.

One of the lowest points in American
history occurred 65 years ago when the
Constitution and civil rights of 120,000
persons of Japanese ancestry were
trampled upon by their own govern-
ment. Under the cloud of war, hysteria,
false rumors and racial bigotry fueled
official misconduct that led to the up-
rooting of innocent aliens and citizens
alike in one of the worst wholesale in-
fringements of constitutional rights in
the 20th century.

As a consequence, thousands of per-
sons of Japanese ancestry were forced
by their own government to dispose of
their property, businesses, farms and
possessions for pennies on the dollar, if
anything at all. Families were split up
and sent to different relocation camps.
Educations were disrupted, and careers
abruptly terminated on only a few
days’ notice. Wholesale violations of
basic constitutional rights were com-
mitted in the name of national secu-
rity. Yet not a single act of sedition or
espionage by any of the evacuees was
ever proven in any court of law.

To the contrary, the historic exploits
of AJA in the 100th Battalion and 442nd
Regimental Combat Team in Europe
and the MIS in the Pacific and Asia
proved that patriotism was not skin
deep. The psychological and emotional
pain of this experience was so deep that
many evacuees never talked about
their experiences for decades.

Many who were directly affected by
the order live and work among us still.
A member of my own congressional
staff, my deputy chief of staff, Susan
Kodani, was born in the Manzanar Re-
location Camp. Her family was then re-
located to Michigan, ironically to per-
mit her college-educated father to as-
sist in the war effort.

Many more, of course, suffered per-
sonal losses and tragedies more trau-
matic and devastating. By recognizing
the  historic significance of the
Pinedale Assembly Center and by ob-
serving the Day of Remembrance as
called for in earlier House Resolution
122, we say to the Nation and our fellow
citizens that America can never forget
this horrible tragedy. While it directly
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affected one segment of our population,
the ramifications to all Americans are
profound and no less relevant today as
we wage war in Iraq.

The constitutional rights of all
Americans are in jeopardy if any group
of citizens can be persecuted without
legal justification. We must all stand
vigilant and alert for any attempt by
any group, whether a small power
clique or the majority of Americans, to
overstep the bounds of the law for mo-
mentary expediency or even for claims
of national security during war. The
protection of our constitutional rights
of all of our citizens require continued
vigilance from all of us.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in support of H. Res. 109, to recognize
the historical significance of the Pinedale As-
sembly Center in Fresno, California, the re-
porting site for 4,823 Japanese Americans
who were unjustly interned during World War
Il

It is fitting that a memorial will be estab-
lished at this historical location, especially on
this year’'s National Day of Remembrance. On
that same day in 1942, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066, re-
quiring 120,000 people of Japanese ancestry
to be removed forcibly from their homes and
placed in internment camps—two-thirds of
these were American citizens, none of which
had ever shown disloyalty to the American
cause. Forced to live under harsh conditions,
the last internment camp closed four long
years later.

These innocent Americans were treated un-
justly by their own government during a time
of war, simply because of their national ori-
gins, and such an injustice must not go
unremembered. It is absolutely essential to re-
member the past mistakes of our government
in an effort to avoid future ones.

In times of war it may be easy to get carried
away and put labels on those around us, im-
puting disloyalty to persons of different na-
tional origins or religious backgrounds. But as
we saw in World War I, such assumptions are
frequently wrong, unjust, and can lead to dis-
astrous consequences for a group of individ-
uals.

I thank my colleague, Representative
CosTA, for introducing this important legisla-
tion. We must never let such unjust practices
occur in this great Nation again. | urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting H. Res. 109.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
BERMAN) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 109.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
LINO PEREZ, JR. POST OFFICE
Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill

(H.R. 437) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
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cated at 500 West Eisenhower Street in
Rio Grande City, Texas, as the ‘‘Lino
Perez, Jr. Post Office”.
The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 437

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. LINO PEREZ, JR. POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 500
West Eisenhower Street in Rio Grande City,
Texas, shall be known and designated as the
“Lino Perez, Jr. Post Office”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Lino Perez, Jr. Post
Office”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. LYNCH) and the
gentleman from California (Mr. ISSA)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Massachusetts.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to join my
colleagues in the consideration of H.R.
437, legislation naming a postal facility
in Rio Grande City, Texas, after the
former postmaster of Rio Grande City,
Lino Perez, Jr.

Lino Perez, Jr., was the 18-year-old
son of the mayor of the City of Rio
Grande, Texas, where he witnessed how
a breakdown in a government service
could disrupt the lives of nearly all of
its beneficiaries.

The City of Rio Grande, with a popu-
lation of over 2,000, was disincor-
porated in 1933 at the height of the
Great Depression over local businesses’
refusal to pay taxes, causing young
Perez’s high school to lose its accred-
ited status.

Thereafter, unable to complete in
school in town, Mr. Perez persevered
with his education, attending classes
100 miles away in Brownsville and
eventually receiving his diploma from
a school in Austin. Mr. Perez’s father,
Lino Perez, Sr., had served for 4 years
as the Democratic mayor of the now
disbanded town of Rio Grande. Some
might have feared that a town which
had financially defaulted and dis-
banded its government would suffer the
fate of so many ghost towns in the
western States, slowly fading from the
map.

However, Mr. Perez, Sr., continued to
look after his community, volunteering
for the office of postmaster to his unin-
corporated neighbors. Mr. Perez, Sr.,
put his son, Lino Perez, Jr., to work de-
livering letters that same year.

Mr. Speaker, Lino Perez, Jr., suc-
ceeded his father as postmaster of Rio
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Grande on New Year’s Eve, 1957. During
his first term, Mr. Perez improved serv-
ice to the growing downtown district
and the surrounding rural areas of
Starr County. Mr. Perez strove to fur-
ther serve the city by winning approval
for a new post office building.

The Perez family, senior, and then
junior, ran that post office in Rio
Grande from 1934 to 1975. Together,
they watched the town heal from eco-
nomic stagnancy and grow in popu-
lation throughout the century.

When Lino Perez, Jr., retired from
the postal service, he continued his
public service as State warden, State
secretary and finally State treasurer of
Texas. Lino Perez, Jr., learned from his
father and, in turn, showed his town
the strength of a community to weath-
er difficulty as one, and the power of
letter carriers to knit the lives of their
fellow citizens together, to make all of
the neighbors’ stories into one story.

Many local officials support naming
this post office after Lino Perez, Jr.,
including the city mayor, the county
judge, and the area’s State Representa-
tive.

Mr. Speaker, together with my col-
leagues, we urge the swift passage of
this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, it is not uncommon in
this body to name post offices after
former Members of Congress, national
figures, Presidents and the like. But it
is incredibly appropriate today to
name a post office after two genera-
tions of hard work on behalf of that
very post office.

As a member of the Oversight and
Government Reform Committee, I have
managed many bills for post offices,
and in my 6 years I have not seen a
more befitting naming of a post office.
Because, in fact, it is this group of tire-
less workers for the Federal Govern-
ment, often the butt of jokes, the post-
masters and the postmen and
postwomen, that make sure that our
bills, our letters, our correspondence,
and, yes, our junk mail, are delivered
to us.

I think this is among the most appro-
priate pieces of legislation that I have
had the opportunity to help manage. I
urge the passage of this. I urge the peo-
ple of this Congress to take note that
we are, in fact, naming a post office
after a postman this one time.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, at this
time I would like to yield for as much
time as he may consume to my es-
teemed colleague from Texas (Mr.
CUELLAR).

Mr. CUELLAR. I thank the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts for his
kind words, and the gentleman also
from California for the kind words.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
437, a bill to name the postal facility of
Rio Grande City, Texas, after Lino
Perez, Jr.
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Mr. Lino Perez, Jr., is a role model
and a leader in south Texas, who
helped ingrain a rich tradition of pub-
lic service in his community. Mr. Perez
was born in Rio Grande City, Texas, in
1914. He attended high school in south
Texas, as well as in Austin, and then
returned home to Rio Grande City
shortly after graduation to begin his
post office career.

He first started with the United
States Post Office in 1934 under the
guidance of his father, who was then
the postmaster of Rio Grande City.
Lino Perez, Jr., worked through the
ranks of the Rio Grande City Post Of-
fice; and after two decades, 20 years, he
was named postmaster for Rio Grande
City.

Under his leadership, the Rio Grande
Post Office was upgraded to a second-
class post office. Mr. Perez also estab-
lished the city’s first mail delivery,
created several rural routes in Starr
County, and helped lay that foundation
for his community’s further progress.

In addition, Mr. Perez served several
terms on the Starr County Hospital
Board of Directors, was actively in-
volved in the Knights of Columbus, in-
cluding being Texas State deputy, the
highest Knights of Columbus position
in Texas. After 41 years of loyal serv-
ice, Lino Perez retired from the Rio
Grande Post Office. Forty-one years of
great service.

Mr. Perez still resides in the region,
is warmly remembered by his family,
friends and community as a commu-
nity leader. Lino Perez, Jr.’s service to
our country shall be remembered and
celebrated through this small tribute,
and I urge swift passage of this bill.

Again, I want to thank the gen-
tleman from California and the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts.
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Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, in conclu-
sion, we are indeed very proud that
this post office is being named after a
postal employee, a very proud family.

On behalf of all the workers of the
United States Postal Service, we want
to urge swift passage of this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. LyNcH) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 437.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.
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MIGUEL ANGEL GARCIA MENDEZ
POST OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 414) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 60 Calle McKinley, West in
Mayaguez, Puerto Rico, as the ‘“Miguel
Angel Garcia Mendez Post Office Build-
ing”’.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 414

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. MIGUEL ANGEL GARCIA MENDEZ
POST OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 60
Calle McKinley, West in Mayaguez, Puerto
Rico, shall be known and designated as the
“Miguel Angel Garcla Méndez Post Office
Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“Miguel Angel Garcila
Méndez Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. LYNCH) and the
gentleman from California (Mr. ISSA)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Massachusetts.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self as much time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to join my
colleagues in this House in the consid-
eration of H.R. 414, legislation naming
a postal facility in Mayaguez, Puerto
Rico after the local politician, Miguel
Angel Garcia Mendez.

Mr. Garcia Mendez proudly served
the territory of Puerto Rico as the
youngest Speaker of Puerto Rico’s
House of Representatives, serving be-
tween 1932 and 1940. He later was elect-
ed senator and founded the newspaper,
El Imparcial.

Born in the town of Aguadilla on No-
vember 17, 1902, Mr. Garcia Mendez be-
came an attorney and successful busi-
nessman. During his political career,
he helped start the Republican State-
hood Party, which was the predecessor
of today’s New Progressive Party, in
1948.

Up until his death, he advocated for
Puerto Rico statehood in the hope that
they would gain the right as American
citizens to vote for President and to
have a counted vote in the U.S. Con-
gress.

Mr. Garcia Mendez passed away in
November of 1998, and his dedication to
service for all Puerto Ricans should be
remembered and celebrated with this
small tribute.
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